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Government Charged With Falsifying Statistics on 


Dector’s Contention 
5440001¢ Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 
20ct 87 pl 


[Article by Gladstone Thurston: “Doctor Charges Gov- 
ernment Deceiving Public on AIDS™] 


[Excerpt] A prominent New Providence physician has 


Dr Elwood Donaldson said every day new AIDS infected 
persons are being discovered and, contrary to official 
Statistics, there could be up to 1,500 such persons in the 


rapid spread of AIDS in the Bahamas. 


He challenged Parliament to implement legislation to 
protect society against the spread of AIDS. One measure 
he suggested was to quarantine AIDS infected persons. 


Dr Donaldson, who has been in private practice for more 
than 17 years, said women are the “primary bridge” 
between homosexual men and heterosexual men in the 
spread of AIDS “and this is especially so in the Bahamas 
because they go with both homosexual and heterosexual 
men.” 


He said the greatest danger to the public comes from 
those seemingly healthy AIDS-infected persons who can 
pass on the virus. 


“We have not done a random testing to ascertain how 
many people in fact have the virus and that’s what's 
giving the false sense that we have,” said Dr Donaldson. 


He said that up to the end of September official statistics 
state that there are 146 AIDS patients in the Bahamas. 
But they are those who have passed through the Princess 
Margaret Hospital. “In the Bahamas | suppose we can 
say that ali the AIDS patients have not passed through 
the Princess Margaret ital,” he said. “I would think 
that there are far more than 146 (AIDS infected persons). 
Common logic would tell you that we have not cata- 
logued all the AIDS patients. Some may have travelled 
abroad to be treated.” 


Ve said that by multiplying the official figures by 10 one 
would arrive at an approximation of the true number of 
persons in the Bahamas infected by the AIDS virus. 


HUMAN I 


“It may even be more,” he said, “because of the nature of 
our society, because we have more closeted people than 
most places, and because we have more closeted people 
than most places the multiple may be higher.” 


If the public were to interview the Chief Medical Officer 
and persons who work in the lab at the Princess Margaret 
Hospital, he said, “they would be able to give you the 
Statistics of the positive patients they find weekly. Then 
you would have some idez. 


“The public's interest i not being served by trying to 
suppress this information,” he said. “Every effort ought 
to be made to inform the people of the Bahamas the great 
danger posed by this problem, and then whatever pre- 
ventative measures we take would be heeded more 
readily.” 


He charged that people in authority are trying to sup- 
press the true statistics about AIDS in the Bahamas. 


“Whatever reason they have to suppress the informaiion 
would be an erroneous one,” he said. “Every day new 
infected AIDS people are being discovered.” 


Defense of Government 
54400016 Nassau THE TRIBUNE in English 
3 Oct 87 pp 1, 15 


[Article by Lyn Sweeting: “Dr Gomez: ‘Statistics on 
AIDS Is Accurate,” Rebuts Dr Donaldson”) 


[Text] Dr Perry Gomez yesterday came to the defence of 
the Ministry of Health and denied that bogus statistics 
on the prevalence of HIV infected persons in the Baha- 
mas were being released to the public. 


Speaking at the opening of an educational dispiay on 
Acquired 'mmune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS) at the 
Princess Margaret Hospital, Dr Gomez said the “statis- 
tics on AIDS in our country are accurate and reflect the 
truth. We would not be associated with it otherwise.” 


Dr Gomez was obviously answering private medical 
practitioner Dr Elwood Donaldson who has accused the 

of deceiving the public on the true nature of 
the AIDS epidemic in the Bahamas. Health Minister Dr 
Norman Gay also referred to Dr Donaldson's ailega- 
tions, and promised to “deal with the misinformation” 
at a ister date. 


Dr Herbert Orlander told guests that this country is 
“presently in the midst of an AIDS epidemic. 


“Up to the 3rd of June, 1987, 136 cases of AIDS were 
confirmed,” he said. “But the big question is how many 
of our people are walking about as healthy carriers of the 
AIDS virus? How many people will be infected with the 
AIDS virus entirely because of ignorance? 
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“We in public health hold the key to quelling the 
onslaught of the disease. We advocate prevention, and 
prevention can only be achieved through education. 
Eliminating AIDS and other sexually transmitted dis- 
eases requires a realistic understanding of sexual behav- 
iour as a normal human impulse. Using this understand- 
ing we as health officials must first lead a campaign of 
efficient education accompanied by careful medical 
knowledge.” Dr Orlander said. 


/6662 
BANGLADESH 
Post-Flood Diarrheal Diseases 


54500048 Dhaka THE BANGLADESH O. 
English 14 Oct 87 p 7 


SERVER in 


[Text] Tangail, Oct 12: A total number of thirty-five 
people lost their lives in diarrheal diseases all over the 
eleven upazilas of Tangail district during the post-flood 
period. Besides these. number of five thousand nine 
hundred and ninety one people were attacked with 
gastro-intenstinal diseases during and after the recent 
floods according to information received from the con- 
trol room of the local Civil Surgeon's Office. 


Out of the thirty-five people, thirty died of diarrhea and 
five died of gastro-enterities. The District Public Health 
Authority sent 87 Motile Medical Teams and three 
Reserved Medical Teams in the affected areas. 


Besides these, the Public Health Workers repaired thirty- 
four thousand four hundred and nine tubewells and also 
distributed four thousand six hundred water purification 
tablets in the affected areas under the supervision of 
Civil Surgeon. 


/9738 


BENIN 


France Donates A! JS Laboratory Equipment 
ABO71055 Dakar Pa», A in English 
1357 GMT 6 Now 87 


[Text] Cotonou, 6 Nov (ABP-BEN/PANA)—France on 
Friday [6 November] delivered to Benin equipment and 
materials worth 10 million CFA for the country’s pro- 
posed reference laboratory for detecting virus of the 
deadly AIDS disease. The equipment will facilitate the 
identification of the two commom AIDS viruses in West 
Africa—HIV1! and HIV2. 


A French Ministry of Cooperation official, Mr Michel 
Monfort, said the equipment, which is capable of iden- 
tifying all sero-positive cases, will be complemented by 
another consignment of the same value, which includes 
refrigerators, freezers, distillation machine. 


tv 





HUMAN 


According to the World Health Organization, only three 
AIDS cases had been identified in Benin. ali of them 


foreigners. 


CANADA 


AECL Working on Radiation Protection Drug 
51200008 Toronto THE GLOBE AND MAIL in 
Enelish 3 Now 87 p AS 


{Article by Geoffrey York: “Drug Lauded as Radiation 
Protection™] 


[Text] Atomic Energy of Canada Lid. is working on a 
drug that could protect workers who are over-exposed to 
radiation during a nuclear accident. 


An early form of the drug was offered to the Soviet 
Uaion after the accident at the Chernobyl nuclear reac- 
tor in 1986, but the Soviet Union decided it did nea need 
the Canadian help. 


However, the federal Department of National Defence 
encouraged AECL to continue its work on the drug and 
scientists believe there 1s a significant potential markei 
for it in Canada and other countries. 


Abram Petkau. director of the AECL medical biophysics 
branch at Pinawa, Man.. said the drug has already been 
discussed for possible use at nuclear reackors in Canada 


The drug is based on an enzyme called superoxide 
dismutase (SOD). The enzyme is found in cells, tissues 
and organs which are dependent on oxygen. 


According to preliminary studies, SOD seems to be 
useful in reducing the effects of radiation porsoning in 
humans, Mr Petkau said. 


It could be applied before or after a person 1s exposed to 
radiation, he said. This mignt help protect an emergency 
worker who is sent to clean up a nuclear accidem, he 
said. 


Currently, iodine pills are commonly used to protect 
people from radiation exposure. But the :odine pills are 
of limited value because they cannot protect the entire 
body and they cannot counteract some of the effects of 
radiation. 


AECL is developing the new drug in partnership with the 
Winnipeg Rh Institute, a private, non-profit research 
company. 


“I'm very optimistic about the opportunities,” said 
Albert Friesen, president of the institute. “It should be a 
very important drug in the future.” 
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or 15 and 24 while the death rate per !00.000 population 
rose to 32 in 1$82-84 from 12 im 1970-72. 


Canada is not alone in having an increasing death rate 
among asthmatics. In recent years, the United States, the 
United Kingdom, Denmark. Sweden. New Zealand and 
Australia have recorded significant increases the study 
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AIDS lacidence, Blood T 
Anonymees esting 


1,285 Cases 


54200006 Ottawa THE OTTAWA CITIZEN in English 
3 Oct 87 p Al3 

{Article by Jamice Middleton] 

[Text] Canadian Medical experts said Friday they're aot 
alarmed by a study that shows AIDS antibodies may not 
show up in tests for up to 14 months after infection. 


Scientists had that antibodies to the virus 
Govainn between 3 and U2 weche cher tateatton, 


“There's no cause for panic,” said Dr Alastair Clayton, 
director ee Federal Centre 
for 


“Tt here are probably very few people who would develop 
antibodies this late ~ 


HUMAN 


But rf the new finding 1s true than it has an impact on the 
blood collection system,“ Clayton said. 


He said & means Ue may be “a wider window tha! 
what we originally taought™ on the tume-penod AIDS- 
infected patsents, unaware that they ire carners, may 
donate blood. 


He said extensive studies of acquired ummuno ‘ficiency 
syndrome patients indicaic “more than 95 percent” 
ye ap te lige ay te 


Ken Mews, spokesman for the AIDS Project section of 
the Red Cross, said the Red Cross relies very heavily on 


Mews said he hadn't seen the study, but conceded it 
might make Red Cross officials screen donors even mors 
stringently. The Red Cross now all woulJ-be 
donors and any blood <ionated from a high msk donor. 
homosexuals and imtravirnous drug users, 1% used only for 


in 9 of 25 mon who did not show positive results on 
conventional AIDS tests. 


“We still don’t know how jong people are infected with 


ani eceRinauiemibes Madae t tora 
ber 1985. 
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Vaccine T 
54200010 Ottawa THE OTTAWA CITIZEN in English 
29 Oct 87p Al3 


[Text] Montreal (CP}—An AIDS vaccine will inkely be 


There are unusual problems testing an AIDS vaccine, 
Gill said. 
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beer a total of 1,323 reported cases of 


[Ex< -rpt)} Montreal (CP)}—Dr. Drasco Pekov’ ., a dental 
researcher, has developed a kit he 
institutions detect AIDS antibodies 
than now possible. 


will help health 
and cheaper 


: 


“Frozen tissue is synonymous with freshness,” he said. 
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$4200010 Ottawa THE OTTAWA CITIZEN in English 
3 Nov 87p Al0 


[Artcle by Robin Ludiow} 
ext] Worned life insurance companies are scurrying 
cover irom the AIDS tume bomb. 


As the disease spreads, premature policy payouts 
increase, thrownag calculations out of whack. 


It's not a disaster yet but premiums for AIDS carners 
and other policyholders could shoot out of sight. 


Canadian life insurers predict AIDS will cost them an 
extra $2.3 bilhon in death benefits by 2000, less than six 


per cent of the $40 bilhon they expect to pay out, but still 
cause for concern. 


And that's only on policies now in force, not new ones 
written between now and then on people who subse- 





vho were at nsk.~ 


“But instcad of waiting, we wanted to identify pcopic 
people. 16 of whom later developed the AIDS antibody. 
The other seven were found to have engaged in high-msk 


activities sach as sexual wntercourse with a person who 


and maintaining confident)- The blood was donated on several occasions by 23 
later developed the anubody. 
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[Arncle by Heather Mallick] 


possibly tainted with AIDS. that were sent to 


ext] The Canadian Red Cross is trying to trace 28 units 
British Columbia hospitals from 1982 to 1985. 


(T 


of blood, 





acting national director of blood 


ross. sasd in an interview that more 


7: 


services for 
Baliem of the Vancouver Red Cross cautioned _— than a milhon units of blood are collected cach year im 17 


1 the blood may not be tainted. 


Dr Bnan 
centres across Canada 
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Readjusting the numbers would translate into a $100- 
million saving in the costs of treating the disease. 


“We are very close if (we have) not quite hit the flatness 
in the growth curve,” said George Wells, an cpidemiol- 
ogist and biostatistician working for the Laboratory 
Czatre for Disease Contro! in Ottawa. 


If recent trends continue, Mr. Wells suggests, the yearly 
numbers of new cases will peak next year. 


The Cabinet document, which was prepared in August 
by the Department of Health and Welfare, projected 
6,700 total cases by the end of 1991. Mr. Wells’ new 
model cuts this to about 5,300. 


Moreover, by 1991 the number of new AIDS cases will 
have actually begun to decrease, according to the model. 


Mr. Wells said his forecast differed from the earlier 
Health and Welfare document by assuming that “there is 
an upper limit in the population to be infected.” 


His analysis supposes that the disease remains, as it has 
deen, overwhelmingly an affliction of homosexual and 
bisexual men. More than 82 per cent of Canada’s current 
1,345 people with AIDS fall into this risk category. (Less 
than 40 have been either drug addicts or hetercsexual 
partners of people engaging in high-risk activities.) 


Mr. Wells added that the present insignificance of intra- 
venous drug use victims (six) would make Canada a 
unique laboratory to test the sexual spread of the disease. 


He ulso cautioned that it will be at least three months 
before the rapid slowdown that has recently appeared 
can definitely be confirmed as the plateau. 


Relying on U.S. and Canadian data, an even more 
radical revisicn of the growth rates has just been put 
forward by lan MacNeill, an internationally recognized 
statistician at the University of Western Ontario. 


He has reinterpreted it on the bas of German studies 
that suggest thai half the people witu AIDS antibodies in 
their systems will come down with a fully developed case 
of the disease after six years. 


From this, Prof. MacNeill now predicts that the number 
of infected but apparently healthy carriers of AIDS is no 
more than 4,000 in Canada and about 130,000 in the 
United States. 


This coatrasts with earlier estimates of 1.5 million to two 
million AIDS-infected people in the United States and 
25,000 to 30,000 in Canada. 


Mr. MacNeill said that in his formulations the Canadian 
AIDS case numbers are about to flatten out at around 50 
new cases a month. 


HUMAN 


Mr. Wells said he could not confirm Prof. MacNeill’s 
analysis, but he agreed that most previous predictions of 
the already infected population were little more than 
“elaborate guesstimates.” 


08309 
CHILE 


Number of Confirmed AIDS Cases Rises 
54000004 Santiago LA TERCERA DE LA HORA in 


Spanish 30 Sep 87 p 12 


[Text] Chile, like the United States and some European 
countries, is facing an epidemiological outbreak of AIDS 
in the opinion of Dr Daniel Villalobos. He gave a talk on 
the subject in the CENI of the University of Santiago. 


universii y. Students and other members of the university 
community attended that conference. 


In Dr Villalobos’ opinion, the epidemiological outbreak 
of this disease in Chile demonstrates an increase in 
native cases (contracted in Chile). Initially the disease 
was contracted abroad. He recalled that 20 cases showed 
up in one 6-month period. 


The doctor used slides to show the evolution of the 
disease in the country. He indicated that 39 percent of 
the 53 confirmed cases of AIDS are in the Metropolitan 
Region, 13.1 percent in the Eighth Region, and 10.6 
percent in the Fifth Region. It mainly affects people 
between 25 and 40 years of age. There could be 80 cases 
by the end of the year. 


He stated *hat only two women have contracted the 
disease. Some 69 percent of the men had a background of 
homosexual or bisexual behavior. 


He also said that as the disease advances, homosexuality 
plays a smaller role. 


7717 
COLOMBIA 


Four-Year Vaccination Program Approved 
54002002a Medellin EL COLOMBIANO in Spanish 
12 Sep 87 p 1C 


[Text] Bogota (COLPRENSA)—Yesterday, Friday, the 
national government and four international organiza- 
tions signed an agreement guaranteeing mass vaccina- 
tions against diphtheria, tetanus, polio, whooping cough, 
and measles for the next 4 years. 
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The Colombian Government and WHO agreed to allo- 
cate $10.5 million. The former will contribute the higher 
amount, $8 million. 


Rotary Club International promised to continue provid- 
ing polio vaccine. It will hold its second national vacci- 


nation campaign on 16 September. 


A large part of the donations from PAHO and WHO will 
be used for transportation costs for the people who will 
participate in the different vaccination campaigns and 
for maintenance of the cooling system needed to pre- 
serve the sera. 


Health Posts 


During the formal ceremony, Minister of Heaith Jose 
Granada Rodriguez announced that there wil! be a 
considerable increase in the number of health posts that 
will be involved in the mass vaccination campaigns. 


Other organizations participating in the agreement are 
PAHO and the National Immunization Program. 


This t reinforces agreements signed in 1950 
and 1957 with PAHO, WHO, and UNICEF, respective- 
ly. 


The government assured that it will promptly provide 
the professional, technical, auxiliary, and administrative 
personnel needed. 


UNICEF will contribute technical services, personnel, 
and resources of approximately $650,000. 


The signatories agreed to meet quarterly to follow up on 
the plan and analyze the activities carried out. 


Finally, the minister of health stated that the govern- 
ment will be responsible for customs transactions under 
the health law. 


7717 


Distribution of AIDS Cases Reviewed 
4002002 Bogota SEMANA in Spanish 15 Sep 87 
pp 


[Excerpts] Some months ago the increase in the number 
of people infected with AIDS was compared to the story 
of the grain of rice and the chessboard. Many people 
thought that this was an exaggeration. They did not think 
that the number of people with positive blood tests 
(carriers of the virus) could double in 4 or 6 months. 
Therefore, the figures recently revealed by the Ministry 
of Health frightened more than one person. The number 
of officially confirmed cases has risen from 59 as of April 
1987 to 153. The figures given merely as a point of 
reference turned out to be amazingly precise. The 


increase is not only surprising but surprisingly danger- 
ous. 


The AIDS “Iceberg” in Colombia 
Cases reported 
Cases of opportunistic diseases 25 
Asymptomatic carnmers 73 


dis- 
WHO has determined that the number of people with 
opportunistic disaszs is equivalent to 20 to 
of the total cases. The Ministry of Health felt 
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dying at home. They complete the “iecbort” of AIDS in 
the country. 


Self-Defense Against AIDS 
It looks like—and it is assumed that—the AIDS situation 


profile of the spread of the disease in the country have 
detected female prostitution centers in four cities where 
the rate of infection is between 2 and 6 percent. There- 


mothers in view of the evidence that AIDS has shown up 
in prostitutes.” 


Facing the magnitude of the potential problem in the 
country, efforts cannot be limited to the official sector, 
according to Gacharna. “An important 

establish a fund to fight AIDS. te conblaed wich sate 
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increased to 216 so far this year. 


HUMAN 


According to the director of the Department of Respira- 
tory Diseases of that ministry, Dr Juan Marin Monge, 
there is a very high rate of tuberculosis among the people 
mm refugee camps. 


He pointed out that for every 100,000 inhabitants in the 
refugee camps, there are 35 to 45 with tuberculosis. This 
is triple the national rate which is about 13 per 100,000 
snhabi 


and one child with tuberculous meningitis. About 250 
children do not have tuberculosis, but were given pre- 
ventive treatment because they could develop the dis- 
case al any time. 


He stated, however, that the situation in other camps like 
Alvaperal, El Achiote, and Playa Blanca must still be 
analyzed. This has been difficult because of climate 


He added that the population in the camps is expected to 
have a higher rate of tuberculosis because the refugees 
arrive im precarious health which makes them more 
vulnerable. This is true of people with lowered defenses, 
cases. 


Crowding also increases the transmission of the disease. 


Dr Marin Monge stated that, in addition to determining 
and diagnosing cases, they are providing preventive 
treatment and medical treatment like the BCG (antitu- 
berculosis) vaccine. 
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Health Official Gives Statistics on Leprosy 


54500044 New Dethi PATRIOT in English 
14 Oct 87 p § 


[Text] Pune, October 13 (UNI)}—About four million 
cases of leprosy are estimated in India out of a total of 
about 15 million the world over, according to Dr A.K. 
Mukherjee, additional director health services, New 
Dethi, reports UNI. 


In all, 201 out of the total 430 districts in the country 
have disease endemicity of five or more per 1,000 of 
their ion. About 20 percent of the cases are 
infectious and almost an equal percentage of patients 
suffer from disabilities or deformities. A 20 percent of 
the patients are children, Dr Mukherjee informed. He 
was speaking on the “national leprosy eradication pro- 

* at a “health writing workshop” of the Press 
Institute of India cosponsored by the Asian Mass Com- 
munications Research and Information Centre, Singa- 
pore, and the ‘Kesaari’, Pune. 
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JAMAICA 
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54400011 Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 
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[Article: “Thirty AIDS Cases Here”] 


[Text] Thirty Jamaicans have been reported to have 
contracted 


Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome 
(AIDS) up to last month. 


According to figures from sources in the Ministry of 
Health, 20 of these Persons With Aids (PWA) are dead. 


A senior medical officer in the Ministry told the Gleaner 
yesterday that as a result of recent research done by 
USAID consultants “the prospect for the future for 
Jamaica is grim unless the disease is controlled.” 


So far, about 150 Jamaicans have been reported to have 
cases of HIV infection throughout Jamaica. Most of the 
cases are from the Corporate Arca, he said. 


ext] Toluca, Mex., 16 Sep—The director of the Health 
itute of Mexico State, Dr Gustavo Baz Diaz Lom- 


blood that private blood banks sold was contaminated by 


explained that two cases of AIDS were dete-<cd in 
treated medically. He said that the health organization is 
using preventive measures to try to keep the disease from 


He reported that a safety cordon has been established to 
blood from being transfused to ot 


people. He added that the need 
Al 
the 


has increased considerably. 
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MOZAMBIQUE 


EEC Gives $1.5 Million Under SADCC Tsetse 


[South African Development Coordination Confer- 
, - Zambia. and Malawi 
The tsetse fly is responsible for spreading the disease 


trypanosomiasis which in recent years has taken the lives 
of humans and decimated cattle in various regions of the 


This program is divided into two stages and is financed 
by the EEC, which has made $1.5 million available to 


cate the disease along the common borders. He pointed 
nical means are used. 
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Last year, there were places where there was no medical- 
sanitary assistance available to the local people, and 
We ey et ee 
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“hypodermac needies™: 16.3 percent attribute it to van- 
believe that there is “great risk™ in 

person on the mouth,” 40.4 percent 


Se “use of razor blades 
and cutting utensils.” and “mosquito bites. ~ 
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However, of the few cases to come to light so far, all were 
Dr Clive Prior, medical dirsctor of the Natal Blood § %#id Dr Sher. 
Transfusion Service, said: “Compared to the situation in 
Se ee aha 


Other speakers include Dr Sylvain de Miranda, an exper 
on drugs and alcoho! abuse. 
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disease in the law on contagious discases. This was 
decided by the Parhament unanimously on Wednesday 


pre ety hee 
[Text] Chlamydia should be classified as a venereal 


$4000017b Johannesburg SAP in English 1500 GMT 
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Summary Repatriation of AIDS Carriers Denied 
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Expert: Number of AIDS Victims Doubling 
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fish along a stretch of sircam where Betrand sand w.cre 


By Tuesday afternoon. there were only a handful of dcad 
had been a hundred 
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BANGLADESH 


Large Areas of Paddy Attacked by Insects 


54500047 Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in 
English 16 Oct 87 p 9 


[Text] Bagerhat, October 14: The newly transplanted 
aman paddy seedlings on vast tracts of lands in the nine 
upazilas of the flood-affected district have been 
badly affected by various kinds of insects such as “Pa- 
muri Poka” and “Mazra Poka”. When contacted the 
Deputy Director of Agriculture Extension Department 
of Bagerhat told this correspondent that 7m585 acres of 
lands wer: attacked by the insects. But according to the 
non-official reports received here, the affected areas are 
more than 30,000 acres. 


When this correspondent visited some of the affected 
areas farmers told me that they were not in a position to 
purchase costly pesticides due to their economic hard- 
ship. They (farmers) complained to me that insecticides 
which are available in the local markets are highly 
adulterated and costly and these are not at all effective. 
The affected farmers of the district urged upon the 
Government for aerial spray of pesticides over the 
affected paddy fields. 


it is learnt that the Bagerhat Agriculture Extension 
Department had already requested the higher authority 
for aerial spray. The District Officer of the Department 
added that some 120 plant protection squads had been 
formed in the district and with the help of those squads 
some |,785 acres of lands were brought under control. 


The insect-attack is so widespread that the matter was 
discussed in the last coordination meeting of the district 
held on September 26. bes Apetcany Sam sot marie: 
cerned department for aerial spray of pesticides over 
affected paddy fields. It is apprehended that if Aes te 
steps are not taken immediately the insects will do great 
damage to the crops of more areas. 


it may be mentioned here that with a view to making up 
the loss of crops caused by recent floods the Agriculture 
Extension Department of Bagerhat district decided to 
bring 2,94,200 acres of land under transplanted aman 
crops and seedlings have already been planted in 
2,89,000 acres. But according to the non-official reports, 
about 40,000 acres of lands are still remaining fallow for 
acute scarcity and high prices of paddy seedlings. It is 
mentionable here that aman paddy production in the 
district was very poor the last year due to prolonged 
drought, heavy rainfall and insect attack. 
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ZAMBIA 
Council Considers ‘Serious’ Red Locust Threat 


54000020 Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE in 
English 9 Oct 87 p 31 


[Text] Zambian Prime Minister Mr Kebby Musoko- 
twane has called on the regional red locust control 
council to ensure that the potential ruin to 

crops by huge swarms is checked as soon as possible. 


Opening a meeting of the governmental council of the 
International Red Locust Control Organisations for Cen- 
tral and Southern Africa (Iricocsa), Mr Musokotwane 
said the threat was the most serious since the carly 
1940s. 


Swarms had built up in South Africa and were migrating 
to Botswana, threatening other countries to the north. 


He also disclosed that a species of locust native to the 
Niger Delta of West Africa had also been discovered in 
the region for the first time. 


Already devastated by floods and drought, the region 
could ill-afford to lose food and cash crops to an invasion 
by the pest. 


The 2-day meeting, attended by ministers from the 
region, was urged to ensure that funds invested in the 
council were properly used. 


Mr Musokotwane also urged the council to consider 
expanding its activities into the control of other migra- 
tory pests dangerous to farming. 

Council Chairman Mr Ndauti Kariuki—who is also 
Kenya's assistant minister of livestock—said despite 
problems, the council had continued to work successful- 
ly. 


But cooperation among member states could continue 
eth mene through the South African Develop- 
ment Coordination Conference (Sadcc) and the Prefer- 
ential Trade Area (PTA), for southern and central Africa, 


to which they all belonged. 

Iricocsa members comprise Zimbabwe, Botswana, Zam- 
bia, Malawi, Tanzania, Rwanda, Burundi, Kenya, 
Uganda and Zaire. 

The chairman also thanked the UN Food and Agricul- 
ture Organisation and the Swiss and British governments 
for their help in eliminating the red locust in the region. 
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